Parks Action Plan Update Committee
Agenda
Tuesday, June 26, 2018
6:30 P.M.
Wildwood City Hall - Community Room
16860 Main Street, Wildwood, 63040

I. Welcome To Committee Members And Opening Remarks By Chair Garrett
II. Roll Call Of Members
III. Review And Action On The Minutes From The May 16, 2018 Meeting
Documents:
III. DRAFT MINUTES FROM 5-16-18 MEETING.PDF
IV. Review Of Tonight’s Agenda
V. Belleview Farms – Conversation With Gateway Off-Road Cyclists (GORC)
VI. Summary Of Committee Decisions On Changes To “Citizens Committee For Park Progress
Action Plan 2007” – Pages 1 Through 46
Documents:
VI. MEMO ON REVIEW COMMENTS PAPUC-2018.PDF
VI. SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE DECISIONS ON CHANGES TO ACTION PLAN
2007.PDF
VII. Next Steps
VIII. Next Meeting Date – July 24, 2018 (Tuesday)

VI. SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE DECISIONS ON CHANGES TO ACTION PLAN
2007.PDF
VII. Next Steps
VIII. Next Meeting Date – July 24, 2018 (Tuesday)
IX. Public Comments
X. Other Items Of Interest
XI. Closing Remarks And Adjournment
Note

The Parks Action Plan Update Committee will consider and act upon these matters listed above and any such others as may be
presented at the meeting and determined appropriate for discussion at that time. The City of Wildwood will provide
reasonable accommodations for persons attending public meetings. Requests for reasonable accommodations should be
made by contacting Amanda Foster, City Clerk at 636-458-0440 or email at afoster@cityofwildwood.com at least 48 hours
prior to the start of the meeting.

Parks Action Plan Update Committee

Minutes from the
Wednesday, May 16, 2018 Meeting

I.

Welcome to Committee Members and Opening Remarks
The meeting was called to order by Chair Garrett at 6:33 p.m.

II. Roll Call of Members
A roll call of members was taken, with the following results:
Committee Members Present:

Broyles, Strand, Napoli, Coverdell, Commission Liaison Beattie, Council Liaison
Bertolino, Council Liaison Gragnani, and Chair Garrett

Committee Members Absent:

Committee Members Pickett, McCune, and Gillman

Other Officials
and Staff in Attendance:

Council Member Woerther, Director of Planning and Parks Vujnich, Assistant
Director of Planning and Parks Arnett, and Superintendent of Parks and
Recreation Crews.

III. Review and Action on the Meeting Minutes from April 24, 2018
A motion was made by Committee Member Coverdell, seconded by Committee Member Broyles, to approve
the April 24, 2018 minutes. A voice vote was taken on the minutes, with no opposition (Commission Liaison
Beattie abstained), and the motion was declared approved by Chair Garrett.
IV. Review of Tonight’s Agenda
The agenda was reviewed by Chair Garrett. There were no questions.
V. Belleview Farms – Conversation with Area Residents
Chair Garrett noted, per the Committee’s request from its April meeting, representatives from the area
around Belleview Farms had been invited to the meeting this evening to discuss their thoughts regarding any
development of the Belleview Farms site. Director Vujnich then provided an overview of the request that led
to the invitation to Sherman residents noting, in particular, notes from a previous on-site meeting with this
group had been included in the packets. Chair Garrett welcomed the attendees and provided an overview
of the Committee’s role, which is that of a recommendation to the City Council, and then welcomed their
comments.

Krista Taves, 1470 St. Paul Road, identified on a map where she resides, which is adjacent to Belleview
Farms on the east. She is opposed to the Gateway Off-Road Cyclists (GORC) proposal, along with everyone
in the Sherman Area. Their opposition is based upon the deed restrictions to preserve the land and Mr.
Donnelly’s intention, when he donated the property. The GORC proposal would be detrimental to the
property and the wildlife that has its habitat there.
Donnie Heth, 384 Crest Drive, identified his property located adjacent to the Belleview Farms property on
the west. He noted Mr. Donnelly, and the previous owner, both had strong beliefs regarding preserving the
property. Mr. Donnelly, and current Sherman residents, wanted pedestrian trails only. The residents around
it want pedestrian trails only and oppose the GORC proposal. Requested a museum to the area be
developed on the property, as part of the park. When questioned, he noted the area residents would assist
in populating the content of the museum, maintaining the property, assist in security, building trails, and help
at the museum. He invited the Committee Members to visit the area.
Laurie Mecha, 1470 St. Paul Road, lives adjacent to Belleview Farms on the east. She noted there is
significant history in the area, including a Veterans Memorial at the Baptist Church in Sherman. Lots of
wildlife in the area, such as pilleated woodpeckers, that require large habitat and the downed trees that
are on the property. Concerned with increased traffic, lack of facilities, narrow roads leading to property,
stormwater runoff issues, and conflicts of GORC’s proposal with Mr. Donnelly’s intention in his deed, including
lighting of the facility for nighttime use. Supports studies for traffic and watershed impacts of development.
Bicycle trails could be developed in other areas, such as Greensfelder County Park, Bluff View Park, or
Rockwoods Reservation. She noted the Missouri Master Naturalists organization may be a good fit for this
property and could potentially assist with pedestrian trail development. She also noted mountain bike parks
in other areas of the country are not located in small residential neighborhoods.
Schuyler Hagglund, 1591 St. Paul Road, read a portion of the deed granting the property to St. Louis
County, noting its intention as a wildlife preserve in perpetuity and Mr. Donnelly’s role in founding the
Missouri Chapter of the Nature Conservancy. His property shares a border with the Belleview Farms
property and he is concerned with vandalism and trespass. He noted he is excited for the park to be open
for public use, but believes the GORC proposal is in opposition to the deed’s intentions. He is concerned
about the proposal’s level of development, traffic concerns, noise impacts on the quiet setting, and other
negative impacts.
Susan Savory, 500 Larry Elliott Drive, noted Mr. Donnelly also used the property for a sanctuary for people,
in addition to animals. She noted she was concerned with existing problems with area bicyclists in the
Sherman Area. She supports the rules be followed and believes Mr. Donnelly’s rules are for a wildlife
preserve.
Jeff Powell, 11 Windjammer Court, encourages the Committee listen to all the facts. He is a local teacher
and bicyclist. He teaches mountain biking to area kids. GORC builds and maintains the trails and believes
the proposal would have a positive impact on the area.
Steve Friedman, 3220 Pine Cliff, GORC Member, stated his excitement about the potential of the proposal.
Flow trails are designed for ease of riding on a mountain biking and doesn’t require more trees be removed
than any type of trail. Believes many people will access property from Al Foster Memorial Trail, which will
limit traffic in the area.
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Kelley Woerther, 539 Nantucket Pointe Drive, noted she is a Historic Preservation Commission Member and
questioned if anyone has pursued the Nature Conservancy for assistance with funding.
Spencer Savory, 500 Larry Elliott Drive, noted anyone coming to the Belleview Farms property from the Al
Foster Memorial Trail would have to cross federal railroad property and questioned if that has been
researched. Director Vujnich noted the ownership of the access road to the property is being researched by
the City.
Todd Holtmann, 17062 Cambury Lane, noted this type of development is a family-oriented activity and
about building a community. He appealed to the Committee Members to make their decision based on facts.
Mark Cox, 3029 Lake Country Lane, noted he is a hiker and mountain biker. He questioned if anyone from
the area had been on a GORC trail, which has lots of wildlife, and has very little impact on the environment
and habitats in these areas. He also noted the majority of mountain biking trails do not have water and
sewer, and the road would need to be improved no matter what the property is decided to be developed
for and dedicated to in the future.
Council Liaison Bertolino thanked each speaker for their attendance and their thoughtful statements and
conciliatory remarks.
Chair Garrett noted this Committee had invited the residents for fact-finding and they will determine if this
is something that should be included in the revised Action Plan.
VI. Summary of Major Discussion Items on “Citizens Committee for Park Progress Action Plan 2007” Pages 146
Chair Garrett noted a summary of agreed upon changes was included in the packet and questioned if
Committee Members had any comments.
VII. Next Meeting Date – June 26, 2018
No comments on meeting date.
VIII. Public Comments
No additional comments.
IX. Other Items of Interest
Director Vujnich noted the majority of the Action Plan has been reviewed and questioned what the
Committee Members would like the next step to be relative to it. Consensus was reached among the
Committee Members to have Chair Garrett meet with City Staff to determine next steps and set the
remaining agenda.
Committee Member Broyles questioned staff on a date when they could reconvene to discuss the trail from
the Pruitt Property to Rockwoods Reservation. It was determined that staff would send out several options
for dates after Memorial Day.
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X. Closing Remarks and Adjournment
A motion was made by Commission Member Beattie, seconded by Committee Member Napoli, to adjourn
the meeting. A voice vote was taken, with unanimous approval, and Chair Garrett declared the meeting
adjourned at 7:40 p.m.
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May 16, 2018

MEMORANDUM
To:

Parks Action Plan Update Committee Members

From: Department of Planning and Parks
Re:

Summary of Committee’s Review of the 2007 Action Plan – Pages 1 through 46

Cc:

The Honorable James R. Bowlin, Mayor
Ryan S. Thomas, P.E., City Administrator
Kathy Arnett, Assistant Director of Planning and Parks
Gary Crews, Superintendent of Parks and Recreation
Amanda Horstmann, Recreation Specialist

At its last two (2) meetings, the Parks Action Plan Update Committee reviewed and discussed the entire
Action Plan for Parks and Recreation 2007. In March, the first twenty (20) pages of the Plan were reviewed
and, in April, Pages 21 through 46 were discussed. The discussion of these pages resulted in the
development of several points for future reference and further consideration. These items are summarized
below for the Committee Members:
Pages 1 - 20: Discussion held on March 27, 2018 Discussion Points

Page #

Contents

2

The aggressive development of trails and other
multiple-use facilities should be continued and
include references to making necessary links of them
to surrounding municipalities as well, while being
inclusive of all wards in the City of Wildwood.

Acquisitions

2 and 3

The acquisition efforts of the City should reflect the
purchase of the Community Park property in 2009,
while potentially focusing on an acquisition in the
City’s Town Center Area, as a location for events and
the center of a radiating trail system.

Funding

3 and 4

The development of new funding sources for the
acquisition, development, and maintenance of parks
and trails for Wildwood’s future should be pursued.

Trail
Development
Connections

and

Pages 21 - 46: Discussion held on April 24, 2018 Discussion Points

Page #

Contents

30 - 32

The development of trails and other multiple-use
facilities are as much of a priority today, as they were
in 2007. As discussed when reviewing Pages 1 – 20,
trail development should be continued and include
references to making necessary links of them to
surrounding municipalities as well.

28 - 31

With 30% of the City’s population under the age of 20,
playgrounds should remain a priority in any revisions
to the plan and efforts should be made to distribute
them evenly around the City. While requests for a
community swimming pool remain high, as they were
in 2007, the Committee Members were hesitant to
support this effort, based upon cost and long-term
maintenance. Members were supportive of the
addition of a sprayground, potentially in the Town
Center Area, as a positive alternative. Members
expressed the need for a gathering place within the
commercial center of the City.

Historical Assets

37

Efforts should continue to preserve the historical
assets of the City.

Funding

41

Consideration of another park sales tax initiative
should be undertaken.

Trail
Development
Connections

Facilities

and

The Committee can return to these discussion points for further consideration and action, as part of this
on-going update process, and as agreed upon by the members.
If the Committee Members should have questions or comments in this regard or need additional
information, please contact the Department of Planning and Parks at (636) 458-0440. Thank you for your
consideration of this information.
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Parks Action Plan Update Committee – PAPUC 2018
Citizens Committee for Park Progress
City of Wildwood, Missouri
September 20, 2007 “Final Draft”
June 26, 2018 – 1st Draft

Action Point Number #1 – Recreational Programs and Target Populations
Goal: To offer a broad range of programs to all residents of Wildwood that may be added, updated, or eliminated, as
new interests are defined among targeted populations over time.
Recommendations:
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Partner with the other providers to create the greatest range of programming opportunities that is possible
for residents, beginning by continuing on-going efforts, while expanding others, with the Wildwood Family
YMCA, the Pond Athletic Association, the Rockwood School District, and the St. Louis Community College –
Wildwood Campus;
Establish, as part of these partnerships, opportunities for residents to obtain these services and programs
from these other providers at reduced or subsidized levels by creating financial agreements with said
entities;
Increase programming emphasizing fitness and wellness for children, teens, and families (as funding is
provided), which would include fitness walking, aquatics, hiking, biking, and equestrian rides;
Construct facilities that are commensurate and appropriate for the programming efforts that are in place
and planned for the future by the City of Wildwood;
Create new recreation programs that foster opportunities for community gatherings and encourage a sense
of place for residents, old and new; and
Promote new recreation programs that provide opportunities that are not currently available within the City
and surrounding area, so as to complement, not compete, with other providers.

Timeline Tier Level(s): Current
Priority: Immediate Term
Support Information: The Parks and Recreation Survey indicated that over seventy (70) percent of respondents
supported providing programs for six (6) to twelve (12) year olds, teenagers, and families (in order of priority).
Additionally, the overwhelming majority of these same respondents supported creating programs for residents first,
then others thereafter. Along with these two (2) considerations, the households that were surveyed felt that a
broad diversity of programs providing experience levels from beginners to advanced, versus just introductory,
should be the focus of the City in this regard. Public input forum participants expressed strong support for the
programs that are currently provided by the City of Wildwood, but noted lack of equestrian activities at this time.
Supplemental Factors:

 Residents (primary service group)
1.

With limited resources at this time, the City should focus on a qualitative versus quantitative
approach in current programming efforts.
2. Current programs continue to grow and receive positive feedback from participants.

3. Other opportunities to provide more and broader recreation program offerings should always be
explored through a systematic review, on a yearly basis, similar to the Capital Improvement Program
of the City of Wildwood.
 Younger age groups and families
1. Demographic characteristics indicate a high percentage of households within the City have children.
2. These populations will need a diversity of programs to meet their anticipated needs.
 Partnerships
1. Partnerships extend through all aspects of the City's programming efforts in its recreation activities.
2. Establish partnerships with service providers already located in the City, such as the Rockwood
School District, the Pond Athletic Association, the Wildwood Family YMCA, the Missouri Department
of Conservation, and the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, and others.
3. Other service providers have expressed interest in partnering with the City of Wildwood in this area.
Assumptions:
1. The allowance for growth in programs will primarily be based upon availability of funding to support them.
2. The current programs should be continued and improved, based upon year-end evaluations in terms of
attendance and related feedback from participants.
3. Engaging residents in enjoyable, safe programs builds support for parks and recreation facilities and
activities within the community.
4. The provision of recreation programs provides a medium to grow community spirit and recognition of
Wildwood.
Action Point Number #2 – Type and Extent of Facilities
Goal: To provide a range of facilities at locations throughout the City that offers ample space for recreational
buildings, and programs, while creating passive areas as well, particularly in environmentally sensitive portions of
these publicly owned properties.
Recommendations:
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

Continue and expand current commitments to the development of all types of trail systems (pedestrian,
bicycle, equestrian) in the City of Wildwood, which should eventually link all public park spaces, e.g. State,
County, and City, and surrounding municipalities as well (Pages 2, 30, 31, and 32), while being inclusive of all
wards in the City of Wildwood and population centers together, and follow the recommendations of the
recently adopted “Access and Mobility Plan;”
Develop a Use the City’s Comprehensive 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan as its Facilities Plan to coordinate
that is coordinated with the acquisition policies and actions of the City;
Provide facilities that are accessible, adaptable, and flexible, so as to maximize their use regardless of the
season of the year, such as, but not limited to, playgrounds, trails (all types), picnic areas, outdoor ball
fields/soccer fields, outdoor/indoor swimming pools, tennis courts, equestrian facilities, fishing lakes, and
barbeque pits;
Actively explore a partnership with the Wildwood Family YMCA in their planned expansion of their current
facility;
Establish a minimum of three (3), new a neighborhood-sized park in any Ward of in the City of Wildwood
within the next five (5) ten (10) years, which currently lacks such, with their locations based upon projected
population densities, availability of land areas, and appropriate access options;
Require the provision of playgrounds, pavilions, and barbeque pits in all public space areas located within
new residential subdivisions, as well as in all planned City facilities (Page #28, 29, 30, and 31);
Create a plan and working committee of interested parties to Develop a “sprayground (Page #28, 29, 30, and
31)” major outdoor swimming pool/water park facility within the next ten (10) years in the City of Wildwood’s
Town Center Area, and, if feasible and achievable, utilizing through a partnership of resources, expertise,
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and services with the Wildwood Family YMCA, the Rockwood School District, and/or the St. Louis
Community College; and
8. Set aside a proportion of future park properties for passive activities and limited use, particularly on land
areas where topography or other physical characteristics are environmentally sensitive.
Timeline Tier Level(s): Future
Priority: Intermediate to Long Term
Support Information: The Parks and Recreation Survey indicated a broad range of interests in the City of Wildwood,
with a very active population in terms of their use of current facilities, both here in this community and the
surrounding area. The Service Providers’ Open House, as well as comments from these other entities, indicates a
willingness on the part of them to partner with the City of Wildwood in a number of different venues, facilities, and
improvements. At the two (2) public forums held by the CCPP, the majority of participants spoke in favor of
equestrian trails and facilities, along with multiple-use trails and an outdoor swimming pool. Comments received
from other sources, such as the City’s website, indicate certain respondents prefer facilities that are not currently
readily available, such as dog and skate parks, golf courses, river access points, ice rinks, and community event
rooms.
Supplemental Factors:










Park Types
1. The respondents to the survey noted the need for a large, community-sized park for the City of
Wildwood.
2. Input received from the community indicated a desire for additional neighborhood and pocket
type parks for the future, in close proximity to their neighborhoods.
Passive and active types
1. The diversity of environments on properties in Wildwood will almost always dictate a portion of
any property will have a mix of favorable and unfavorable topography and other physical
features.
2. The development of a single, larger park property should accommodate the type of facilities
identified by the CCPP for inclusion, while preserving an ample area for passive purposes
(described by respondents of the survey as “essential to very important”).
3. The respondents of the survey noted that “acquiring additional greenways, open space, and
parks should be prioritized over developing recreation centers for indoor activities.”
Playgrounds
1. The provision of playgrounds garnered the highest level of support in the survey (69% viewed it
as “essential to very important”).
2. The location of neighborhood parks appear to be best suited in higher density areas of the City,
where the population is the greatest and the largest number of residents can be served.
3. The application of the City’s new Public Space Requirements of the Zoning Ordinance will
continue to provide an appropriate vehicle to obtain these types of facilities in new residential
and mixed use projects.
Pavilions/Barbeque Pits
1. The success of Anniversary Park and the Old Pond School are indicative of the need that has
been identified in the community, as a function of the survey.
Athletic fields
1. Over fifty (50%) percent of respondents to the Parks and Recreation Survey identified outdoor
ballfields as “essential or very important.”
2. Approximately forty (40%) percent of respondents to the Parks and Recreation Survey identified
outdoor soccer fields as “very important.”
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3. The Pond Athletic Association, Babler State Park, the Rockwood School District, and the
Wildwood Family YMCA (at LaSalle Institute) provide a limited number of these types of fields in
the City of Wildwood.
4. The City often has received comments from residents about the need for athletic fields for many
years.
Trails
1. The level of support for additional trails was high by respondents to the Parks and Recreation
Survey at approximately fifty-six (56%) percent.
2. The most popular activity identified in the survey of households in the City is using trails (73%).
3. The City of Wildwood has over ten (10) miles of multiple-use trails, with many more miles located
in the four (4), major public holdings in this community (Babler State Park, Rockwoods
Reservation, Rockwoods Range, and Greensfelder County Park).
Other facilities
1. The survey of households indicated that three (3) in ten (10) residents felt a multiple use
recreation or community center was “essential.”
2. The information provided by invited speakers and members of the CCPP indicated larger facilities
seldom operate without subsidies from general revenue funds of the cities that have constructed
them.
3. Those households that responded to the Parks and Recreation Survey identified skate parks
(16%), dog parks (just over 25%), boat launches (20%), equestrian trails (10%), and an equestrian
facility (9%) were given the lowest importance ratings of all facilities identified (over sixteen (16)
were listed in the survey).

Assumptions:
1.

The development of facilities will require the greatest amount of expenditures, immediate and
long-term, for construction, operation, and maintenance than all other costs associated with its
parks and recreation efforts. Therefore, a revenue source must be in place not only to address
capital improvements, but the on-going operation and maintenance of these facilities, buildings,
and structures.
2. The availability of other facilities within Wildwood, and surrounding cities, offers opportunities
for an immediate impact to residents, if City officials can develop specific arrangements with
other providers on use accommodations. However, when partnering with other providers, the
missions of the different entities can sometimes compete or cause problems and should be
considered in the development of these relationships.
3. The inclination of the CCPP members was to provide parks and park amenities first, with facilities
to follow thereafter. The overarching desire of the CCPP members was to provide a facility large
enough to allow for flexibility and adaptability in its use.
4. The City of Wildwood has an aging population that favors certain facilities over others.
Action Point Number #3 – Acquisition Policies and Programs
Goal: To provide land area for future park properties to support facilities and programs.
Recommendations:
1.

Identify and prioritize locations for future park land acquisitions, specifically focusing on an acquisition in
the City’s Town Center Area, as a location for events and the center of a radiating trail system, along with
completing the desired greenbelt between the Meramec and Missouri Rivers, e.g. between Rockwoods
Reservation and Babler State Park, including the Pruitt Site (Pages 2 and 3). with the first action to be the
acquisition of a parcel of ground, of a size to accommodate a community park, within the central area of the
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

City (proximity to State Route 100 and State Route 109 and environs) or the acceptance of land-banked
property from another governmental entity, i.e. St. Louis County’s Packwood Park;
Set aside revenues in each fiscal year, as part of the capital improvements budget, to expand current efforts
in terms of its property acquisition program, particularly in the Glencoe Area of Wildwood;
Partner with the Open Space Council of Greater St. Louis to pursue landbanking of environmentally sensitive
sites for passive recreational areas;
Continue the application of the Public Space Requirements of the City’s Zoning Ordinance; and
Pursue gifts and donations from landowners in the City by offering tax benefits, naming opportunities, life
estates, conservation easements, or other incentives for their consideration.
Develop and initiate improved programs for the preservation of the City of Wildwood’s historical assets,
i.e. buildings, structures, and other improvements, by undertaking appropriate acquisitions, accepting
gifts, or offering available incentives, then dedicating a location on public lands for their siting, viewing,
and programming for future generations of new residents (Page 37).

Timeline Tier Level(s): Current and Future
Priority: Immediate, Intermediate, and Long Term
Support Information: Survey results indicated residents want acquisition of properties that are substantial in size, as
well as others for the creation of more neighborhood sized park areas (one (1) to five (5) acres); larger park
properties should be diverse in character to provide active and passive spaces; and participants at the two (2) public
forums wanted immediate action.
Supplemental Factors:

 Location(s) in Town Center, a Central Site, and/or Elsewhere in Wildwood
1.

The development of a single central site along the State Route 100 corridor, near its intersection
of State Route 109.
2. The development of several, neighborhood park sites, particularly in the area of major
subdivision developments in the vicinities of Manchester Road, Clayton Road, and Valley Road.
 Affordability
1. The cost per acre/square foot for land area must balance against accessibility, physical features,
availability, and adaptability for future use category, i.e. mini-park, neighborhood, and/or
community.
 Types of Facilities and Programs (dictate size requirements)
1. The respondents to the survey indicated general support for the following facilities: trails, all
types; playgrounds, including pavilions, picnic tables, and barbecue pits; outdoor swimming pool
and water park; athletic fields; and a recreational complex.
Assumptions:
1.

The cost of land in the City of Wildwood continues to increase and dictates the need for the City
to act promptly on property acquisitions.
2. The City of Wildwood does have land area of all sizes that is currently available for any of its
future acquisition efforts.
3. The investment of the City into property can only be viewed as positive from all perspectives.
Action Point Number #4 – Funding Sources and Application Policies
Goal: To develop new (Pages 3 and 4)and maintain existing funding sources, along with programs for grants, gifts,
and donations, to meet the recreational and fitness needs of residents through a system of park facilities and
recreation programs.
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Recommendations:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Implement the necessary steps to promote the presentation of a park sales taxi to the voters of Wildwood,
no later than ????? Municipal the November 2008 General Election (Page 41), for use in the development of
parks facilities and recreation programs, along with staffing, maintenance, and other expenses;
Continue to fund current programs and efforts through a combination of the general revenue and capital
improvement budgets of the City;
Establish a line item in the Department of Planning and Parks budget for advertisement and promotion of
opportunities to participate in a gifts/donations program for public lands;
Accept gifts and donations from all sources for non-acquisition types of efforts, along with creating
programs to administer such activities, including defining incentives to encourage them;
Provide programs for land-banking, conservation easements, life trusts, and others as a means to acquire
property in a collaborative atmosphere with their respective owners;
Plan and establish new and reliable revenue sources, including user fees, for the funding of operational and
maintenance costs associated with recreation programs and related facilities; and
Pursue all grants that are available from the myriad of resources at all levels, including local, State, and
federal.

Timeline Tier Level(s): Current
Priority: Immediate term
Support Information: The Parks and Recreation Survey indicated limited to just over a majority of support for new
taxes of any kind. The Service Providers’ Open House, as well as comments from these other entities, suggests that
partnering and sharing of facilities may be the most advantageous manner to address major facilities in the future.
At the two (2) public forums held by the CCPP, the majority of participants spoke in favor of parks and stormwater
tax, and against any type of property tax. Comments received from other sources, such as the City’s website,
indicate residents support parks and recreation efforts, more so than other governmental buildings or similar capital
outlays.
Supplemental Factors:







Grants, gifts, and donations
1. The City of Wildwood has received millions of dollars in grants for its current system of multipleuse trails and parks from a variety of sources.
2. The locations of Anniversary Park and Old Pond School were gifts to the City by their respective
owners.
3. The existence of Great Rivers Greenway and the Municipal Park Grant Commission offer ample
opportunities to continue to construct a world-class trail system in the City of Wildwood.
General revenue funds
1. The City currently budgets approximately $260,000 for its parks and recreation efforts. This
amount is approximately 3.4% of the overall General Fund for Fiscal Year 2007.
2. This amount of money for Fiscal Year 2007 is the greatest, since the incorporation of the City.
3. The respondents to the survey indicated that nearly two-thirds of them were in favor of using the
City’s general revenue funds, despite potential reductions in funding for other services.
Parks and stormwater sales tax
1. The anticipated revenue from this source for the City of Wildwood was estimated at
approximately $750,000 [based upon 2007 revenues] and does require the action of registered
voters via an election (simple majority required for passage).
2. This tax is authorized by State Statute and utilized by a number of communities in the area,
including the Cities of Ballwin, Chesterfield, and Ellisville.
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3. The parks and stormwater sales tax is dedicated to these activities only and can be used to
leverage greater borrowing in the future.
Other sources, i.e. bond issue for land purchase and major facilities
1. The use of bonds for construction of major facilities has been used by many communities over
the years, but requires voter approval.
2. The City of Wildwood has an excellent credit rating and low bond encumbrance, which would
allow it to use this method of financing.
3. The market for municipal bonds is generally good.
4. The available resources to fund acquisition and the construction of facilities are diverse, but the
costs associated with these activities continue to rise.

Assumptions:
1.

The use of grants and gifts to further the parks and recreation efforts of the City must always be an integral
part of any planning effort.
2. The CCPP recognized the difficulty of seeking support for a property tax increase for the purpose of
expanding its park facilities and programming offerings.
3. The amount of user fees will not cover the operation and maintenance of larger park properties or facilities.
4. The design of any future comprehensive program for park facilities and lands must take into account their
immediate and long-term maintenance and operation.
Editor’s Note: Additions and deletions reflecting the Committee’s recent discussions on the Action Plan for Parks
and Recreation 2007, which have been summarized and represented in the attached Department of Planning and
Parks’ Memorandum dated May 16, 2018, are indicated by blue, bolded type or a single, strike-through line. Page
number(s) from the current 2007 version of the plan are provided for reference purposes as well.
i

This sales tax, if approved, should be structured to be solely dedicated to parks funding and contain no sunset clause, thereby ensuring
monies for on-going maintenance of properties and related improvements.
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