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CITY COUNCIL

LOBBYIST SELECTION COMMITTEE
Wildwood Municipal Building

16860 Main Street, Wildwood, MO
Community Room

Monday, April 3, 2017
4:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 13, 2017 Meeting

Documents:

3-13-2017 DRAFT Minutes - Lobbyist Selection Committee.pdf

DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATION
OTHER
ADJOURNMENT

The City Council Lobbyist Selection Committee will consider and act upon the matters listed above and such others as may be presented at the meeting and determined to be appropriate for

discussion at that time.

Notice is hereby given that the City Council Lobbyist Selection Committee may hold a Closed Meeting for the purposes of dealing with matters relating to one or more of the following: Legal

Actions, Causes of Action, Litigation or Privileged Communications Between the City’s Representatives and its attorneys {RSMO 610.021(1)1994}; sealed bids and related documents, until the

bids are opened and sealed proposals and related documents or any documents related to a negotiated contract until a contract is executed, or all proposals are rejected {RSMO 610.021 (12)

1994}

The City of Wildwood will provide reasonable accommodations for persons attending City Council Lobbyist Selection Committee Meetings.  Requests for reasonable accommodations should be made

by contacting Amanda Foster,  City Clerk at 636-458-0440 or email at afoster@cityofwildwood.com at least 48 hours prior to the start of the meeting.

mailto:afoster@cityofwildwood.com
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CITY COUNCIL 
LOBBYIST SELECTION COMMITTEE 

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

WILDWOOD CITY HALL 
16860 Main Street 

City of Wildwood, Missouri 63040 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 13, 2017 
4:00 P.M. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 P.M.   

  

A roll call was taken with the following results:  

 

Present Absent 

Cullinane  

Alexander  

Goodson  

Marshall  

Levitt  

 
Also present: 
 

Mayor Jim Bowlin  

Mr. Ryan Thomas, City Administrator 

Ms. Amanda Foster, City Clerk 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – February 13, 2017 

 

A motion was made by Council Member Alexander, seconded by Council Member Cullinane to approve the February 13, 

2017 Meeting Minutes.  A voice vote was taken with a unanimous affirmative result and the motion to approve the 

minutes was declared passed.  Council Member Levitt abstained. 

 

INTERVIEW OF FINALISTS 

Armstrong Teasdale 

 

Jim Mello, Partner; Patricia Churchill, Director of Regulatory Affairs; and Jon Dalton, President and CEO of AT 

Government Strategies were present on behalf of Armstrong Teasdale.  Shannon Hawke, Director of Legislative Affairs 

was not in attendance due to another commitment.   

 

Ms. Churchill discussed her experience working with local governments and the Missouri Ethics Commission as well as 

her employment with the Missouri Attorney General’s Office and Missouri Department of Revenue.   
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Mr. Mello discussed his experience working with local municipalities and the State of Missouri.  Mr. Mello stated he is a 

public law and public finance attorney, not a lobbyist, but would serve as an additional resource for special issues.  Mr. 

Mello stated he understands the impact of laws on local governments. 

 

Mr. Dalton gave an overview of Armstrong Teasdale’s clients which included local fire districts, St. Louis City schools, 

Great Rivers Greenway and other municipalities.  Mr. Dalton stated Armstrong Teasdale has a proven track record of 

success, strong relationships and experience and a full bi-partisan team.  Furthermore, he stated Armstrong Teasdale 

could provide a full service team of lawyers, lobbyists, and public policy makers with a fee structure based upon scope of 

services needed. 

 

Discussion was held regarding the following:  customized services; fee structures; how would the city become aware of 

issues; Armstrong Teasdale would analyze every bill and work toward advancing the city’s interests; Armstrong Teasdale 

has contacts at various agencies; how would Armstrong Teasdale handle other clients who oppose the city’s views; no 

conflict with Missouri Municipal League; when does monitoring turn in to lobbying; issues are monitored until the issue 

increases 

 

The Missouri Group  

 

Dwight Scharnhorst and Tom Smith were present on behalf of The Missouri Group.   

 

Mr. Scharnhrost stated he served in the Missouri State Legislature for nine years.  Furthermore, Mr. Scharnhorst stated 

he has worked with the Missouri Municipal League but was not currently representing other municipalities and that 

legal matters would be handled by Husch Blackwell.  Mr. Scharnhorst stated he is familiar with the City of Wildwood and 

understands the city’s needs.   

 

Mr. Smith stated he owns a small firm, Survey Saint Louis, which has been in business for several years.  He stated he has 

strong political relationships with individuals in Jefferson City.  Mr. Smith stated he previously worked as a legislative 

staffer in Jefferson City.   

 

Discussion was held regarding the following:  fee structure; length of service contract; bill monitoring; how would the 

city become aware of issues; The Missouri Group would read every bill and follow bills through the various committees; 

build relationships with other lobbyists; who are the firm’s other clients; The Missouri Group’s other clients include 

TracFone, Missouri Tow Truck Association, Dempsey Sales; they know other legislators and individuals in other branches 

of government; would not take on clients who opposed the city’s views; sales pool tax and other issues potentially 

affecting the city; know how to communicate the city’s needs to those in Jefferson City; keep control at the local level; 

the city would be updated on a weekly basis unless an urgent issue arose.   

 

Discussion 

 

Discussion was held regarding each respective firm’s scope of services; the City of Wildwood’s needs and interests, how 

to best advance the City’s interests in Jefferson City, and next steps in the selection process.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Levitt, seconded by Council Member Goodson, to adjourn the meeting.  A voice 
vote was taken with a unanimous affirmative result and the motion was declared passed.  There being nothing further, 
the meeting was adjourned at 6:17 p.m.  




