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Wildwood Named Best Place
to Raise a Family In Missouri
Personal finance website WalletHub has named the city of Wildwood as the best place to raise a family in Missouri.

W

alletHub analysts ranked 86 of Missouri’s biggest cities using twenty-one data points of “family-friendliness.” Specific rankings were developed
for categories such as “family life and fun,” “education, health
and safety,” “affordability” and “socioeconomics” to create the
list of best places for children. “It’s nice to see our neighborhoods in Wildwood be recognized as great places to live and
raise families,” said Mayor Jim Bowlin. “We are dedicated as a
community to be an extraordinary place to live, work and play.”

City Administrator Ryan Thomas said he wasn’t surprised
by the news. “This newest ranking by WalletHub joins several others that list our city among the best places to live in
Missouri,” said Thomas. Recently, the neighborhood and
school-focused website Niche ranked Wildwood as the 2nd
best place in Missouri to raise a family and 4th best place to
live overall. Real estate blogger Movoto ranks Wildwood #4
across the state for best overall places in Missouri.
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Mayor Jim Bowlin, Ext. 300

	Maximizing utilization of green
space in areas owned by our City,
and in private developments

•

	
Determining
whether you and our
other residents want a public activity venue (with associated costs), and
if so, the type of venue

•

	
Reaffirming
our commitment to
the original Town Center Plan by
requiring more green space, and
larger and varying residential lots

•

Wildwood
2020
Vision Plan

I welcome any thoughts and ideas you
may have on the 2020 Vision Plan, as
we work together toward our common
goal of keeping Wildwood on track
with its founding mission – through
protecting our unique community feel
that makes us different from all the
other cities in the region.

I spent my first year as Mayor listening
– listening to you and other residents
that attended our Council meetings,
my monthly Coffees with the Mayor,
and other events. I also gathered input from our residents in numerous
one-on-one conversations.

Please join me at one of my monthly
Coffees on the first Thursday of every month at 7:30 a.m. at City Hall.
Feel free to also reach me at jbowlin@
cityofwildwood.com, or by phone at
636-458-0440, ext. 300.

That input led me to develop my Wildwood 2020 Vision Plan for our City,
which I unveiled in October of last year.
The Vision Plan has five components
designed to improve your resident
experience. The Plan is also intended to renew our focus on our City’s
original plan – larger residential lots
in town center, protecting our trees
and green space.

Thanks for your continued support, and
for the honor to serve you as Mayor.

THE FIVE PARTS OF THE
PLAN INCLUDE:

Jim Bowlin
Mayor

	Cleaning debris and beautifying
all of our primary roadways

City Council
WARD 1

Larry McGowen
Ext. 200

Glen DeHart
Ext. 203

WARD 5

Dave Bertolino
Ext. 202

2

Debra SmithMcCutchen
Ext. 204

	
Enhancing
Manchester Road from
the Wildwood Middle School to Taylor Road

You can learn more about the background and proposed implementation
steps for the 2020 Vision Plan by viewing it at http://cityofwildwood.com/
wildwood2020.

Friends and neighbors:

•

•

Don Bartoni
Ext. 206

As part of the 2018 Operating Budget, a portion of this new source of
revenue has been invested in new Police Personnel. Specifically, two new
sergeants have been assigned to the
Wildwood Precinct to increase our
supervisory presence in Wildwood;
one new traffic officer has been assigned to the Wildwood Precinct, with
a focus on addressing neighborhood
traffic safety issues; and a new parks
officer has been assigned to the Wildwood Precinct, with a focus on providing surveillance of our City parks
and trail corridors.
Also, under consideration are new
security cameras at some of our trailhead parking lots and other areas, as
well as added support to the Rockwood
School District (enhanced policing at
our schools, public education programs). Going forward, the City’s Board
of Public Safety will continue to review
other options to ensure Wildwood
remains one of the safest communities
to live, work and play.

WARD 3

Jim Baugus
Ext. 215

WARD 6

Greg Alexander
Ext. 210

With the passage of Proposition P
this past April, the City of Wildwood
now receives a new source of revenue
through a ½ cent Safety Sales Tax,
which can be used to fund police and
public safety expenditures by the City.
Wildwood’s allocation of this new
Countywide sales tax is approximately
$1,800,000 annually.

Call (636) 458-0440 plus their extension

WARD 2

Ray Manton
Ext. 205

New Public Safety
Sales Tax Brings
New Personnel /
Public Safety
Enhancements

Brian Rull
Ext. 209

Tammy Shea
Ext. 212

WARD 7

Greg Stine
Ext. 211

Jeff Levitt
Ext. 207

WARD 4

Katie Dodwell
Ext. 208

Marc Cox
Ext. 201

WARD 8

Joe Garritano
Ext. 213

Rob Meinert
Ext. 214
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Improving the city and enhancing resident experience
At the October 9, 2017 City Council Work Session, Mayor Jim
Bowlin revealed his Wildwood 2020 Vision Plan for the city of
Wildwood. The plan was developed based on input from residents and other stakeholders and calls for improving residents’
experience and a renewed focus on the City’s original plans.
“I’m very committed to things that benefit our residents and
businesses, and there’s so much we can do to make Wildwood
even better for them. My plan incorporates ways to make that
happen with optimal cost efficiency,” said the Mayor. The
plan includes several proposed projects that will benefit residents in all eight Wards, along with implementation guidelines that include resident participation and input.
As mentioned in Mayor Bowlin’s message in this edition of
the Wildwood Gazette, the Wildwood 2020 Vision Plan is a
Five-Point Plan, which includes the following major initiatives (arranged from least-to-most time and cost involved,
with current status indicated):
1. Clean
	
and beautify all arterial roadways and public spaces
	current status: Initial meetings have been held with MoDOT and County DOT; Departments of Public Works
and Parks are in the process of developing lists of priority
locations for cleaning of debris and beautification.

new development proposals will be closely examined to
best meet the Town Center Plan concept. As one recent
example, the City is currently in the process of requiring
revisions to the proposed Ackerley Place development
plan (to be now known as Wildwood Reserve) to provide
for a greater variety of lot sizes and home types, as well as
more green space.
5. Enhance
	
Manchester Road – Wildwood Middle School to
Taylor Road
	
status: A new ad-hoc Manchester Road Improvecurrent
ment Committee was appointed on 10/23/2017, and has
since held two meetings. Stakeholder/Resident surveys
have been completed to identify public services and infrastructure needed along the corridor. Manchester Road
Streetscape Phase 3 (Taylor Road to Eatherton Road)
planned to commence construction later this year.
Please visit the following web page for updates on the Implementation of the Wildwood 2020 Vision Plan:
http://cityofwildwood.com/Wildwood2020

2. Maximize
	
green utilization of City’s rights-of-way, parks
and private developments
	
status: Departments of Public Works and Parks
current
are in the process of developing a list of all areas where
green utilization is absent or could be improved.
3. 	Determine whether residents want public activity venue
with associated cost, and if so, identify type and implement
	
status: Parks Action Plan Update Committee will
current
be discussing this type of facility and others over the next
8 to 10 months and will provide a recommendation with
the submittal of its final recommendation report to the
Council Planning & Parks Committee later this year.
	
original Town Center Plan concept by requiring
4. Reaffirm
more green space, and larger and varying single-family
residential lot sizes
	current status: The Department of Planning will continue to apply Town Center Plan according to its standards, guidelines, specifications, and requirements, and

New ‘Wildwood’ Signage on
Interstate-44

T

he I-44 / MO-109 interchange serves as one of the primary points of entry
to the City of Wildwood, yet only ‘Eureka’ is identified as the destination at
the MO-109 exit from I-44. As the City of Wildwood has grown and become
more of a destination for shopping, dining and outdoor recreation, it seemed appropriate that ‘Wildwood’ also be identified at this key interstate exit.
Last fall, MoDOT agreed to include ‘Wildwood’ on the exit signage, which will involve
replacing four large reflective exit and approach signs and adding two smaller directional signs. An example of one of the larger exit signs is shown to the right.
The City of Wildwood is responsible for the cost of replacing the signage, estimated at
$23,000, and has allocated funding for this enhancement in its 2018 Capital Projects
Fund Budget.
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Your 2018 City Council Candidates
On April 3, Wildwood voters will go to the polls to elect the City’s next eight City Council members. City Council members
are elected only by residents of the Wards in which the candidates live and are elected to represent.

C

ity Council members from each of the City’s eight
Wards serve staggered, two-year terms, which results
in one new Council member from each Ward being
elected every April. As the legislative branch and governing
body of the City, the City Council’s major function is to
adopt policy, which generally takes the form of ordinances,
resolutions and budget adoptions.

is provided to help voters make an informed decision when
they go to the polls on April 3. The candidates are listed in
Ward order, and an asterisk next to a candidate’s name denotes that candidate is an incumbent.
City officials encourage residents to become familiar with the
candidates and issues they will vote on in the April election.
Most importantly, residents are encouraged to exercise their
privilege and responsibility as citizens and go to the polls and
vote on April 3.

Below are the responses from the April 2018 candidates to
a request for biographical information. This information

WARD ONE
GLEN DEHART*

Mr. Gragnani is a Medical Doctor and is
mostly retired except for helping at the
St. Louis VA Medical Center one day per
week. He and his wife, Francine, have two
children – Laura and Jennifer.

WARD THREE
JIM BAUGUS*

Mr. DeHart is one of
two candidates running for Council
Member in Ward One
and currently serves
as one of Ward One’s
Council Members. In
that capacity, he serves on the Planning
and Parks Committee, Manchester Road
Improvement Committee and is the
Council Liaison to the Historic Preservation Commission.

WARD TWO
RAY MANTON*

Mr. Baugus is one of
two candidates running
for Council Member in
Ward Three and currently serves as one of
Ward Three’s Council
Members. In that capacity, he serves as Chair of the Planning
and Parks Committee. He also serves on
the Economic Development Committee
and as Council Liaison to the Architectural Review Board. His past service
to the City includes serving on the City
Council for twelve years, serving as Mayor Pro Tempore, serving as Chairperson of the Administration/ Public Works
Committee, a member of the Historic
Preservation Commission and service to
various volunteer committees.

2347 Ossenfort Road
Wildwood, MO 63038

His community service affiliations include serving on the Board of Directors for the Linda Vista Catholic School
(1997-2003) and the United States Air
Force (1966-1972).
Mr. DeHart is a retired business owner.
His company, Glen DeHart Co., focused
on selling recycling equipment. He has six
daughters and one son.

JOHN GRAGNANI
1510 Scofield Valley Lane
Wildwood, MO 63038

Mr. Gragnani is the
second candidate running for Council
Member in Ward One.
Mr. Gragnani currently serves as a Member
on the City’s Board of
Public Safety. His previous service to the
City includes serving as an original member of the Committee for Incorporation of Wildwood, member of the Board
of Public Safety (1996-1998), City Hall
Steering Committee (2010-2012), volunteer on the Planning Committee for
Founder’s Day, originating member of
the Wildwood Car Club and member of
the Wildwood Historical Society.
His community service affiliation includes
serving as an Emeritus Staff Member at St.
Luke’s Hospital in Chesterfield.
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17700 Birch Leaf Court
Wildwood, MO 63005
Mr. Manton is one
of two candidates
running for Council
Member in Ward Two
and currently serves
as one of Ward Two’s
Council Members.
Mr. Manton currently serves on the
City’s Planning and Parks Committee, Economic Development Committee and he is the City Council
Liaison to the Planning and Zoning
Commission. His previous service to
the City includes seats on the City’s
Planning and Zoning Commission,
Historic Preservation Commission,
Town Center Advisory Panel, Board
of Adjustment and Board of Ethics.
Mr. Manton is retired after a 38 year
career with ExxonMobil. He and his
wife, Alfreda Lee, have two adult children, Jennifer and India, and four
grandchildren.

TONY SALVATORE
2701 Autumn Run Court
Wildwood, MO 63005

Mr. Salvatore is the second candidate running
for Council Member in
Ward Two.
Mr. Salvatore is retired from the United States Air Force, TWA and American Airlines. He and his wife, Cheryl,
have four children - Krista, Lindsay,
Michelle and Jason.

1324 Westhampton Woods Court
Wildwood, MO 63005

His community service affiliations include serving as Past President of the
Metro St. Louis Senior Golf Association.
Mr. Baugus is retired from Monsanto.
He and his wife, Judy, have two adult
sons – Jeff and Mike.

KEVIN DILLARD
2421 Indian Tree Run
Wildwood, MO 63038

Mr. Dillard is the second candidate running
for Council Member
in Ward Three.
His community service affiliation includes
serving as President of the Indian Tree
Homeowner’s Association, Youth Baseball Coach through CBSA and STLWAA
and he is a member of the Covenant
Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Dillard’s career is as an Attorney and
he serves as general counsel for a national
healthcare association. He and his wife,
Allison, have three children – Ethan,
Andrew and Matthew.
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WARD FOUR
ANDREW BOLAZINA

WARD SIX
CHERYL JORDAN

Mr. Bolazina is one
of two candidates
running for Council
Member in Ward Four.
His service to the City
includes serving as a
current member of the
Board of Adjustment.

Ms. Jordan is one of
two candidates running for Council
Member in Ward Six.
Ms. Jordan’s service to
the City includes serving on the City’s Rural
Internet Access Committee.

Mr. Bolazina is currently employed as an
Operations Manager. He and his wife,
Roselyn, have one child – Brooks.

Her community service affiliations include service on Voices for Children
CASA, Compassion International Child
Sponsor, Backcountry Horsemen, Trustee and Secretary of Homeowner’s Association, Broadband Communities Summit – Co-Chair of Advisory Board, and
National Multifamily Housing Counsel
– OpTech Technology Committee.

Mr. Levitt is currently employed in Retail
Loss Prevention Management. He and his
wife, Selena, have one son – Patrick.

Ms. Jordan’s career is as a Senior Director in Telecommunications.

Mr. Meinert is one of
two candidates running
for Council Member
in Ward Eight and currently serves as one of
Ward Eight’s Council
Members. Mr. Meinert’s previous service to the City includes
serving on the Parks Action Plan Update
Committee and the 2017 Charter Review
Commission.

1925 Durango Pass Court
Wildwood, MO 63011

STEVE TAYLOR

16514 Westglen Farms Drive
Wildwood, MO 63011
Mr. Taylor is the second candidate running
for Council Member in
Ward Four. Mr. Taylor’s previous service to
the City includes serving on the City’s Planning and Zoning Commission.
His community service affiliations include service as the District Director of
the 2nd District Congress and Deacon of
Woodlawn Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Taylor is currently employed as a Math
Instructor and is married to his wife, Lisa.

WARD FIVE
DEBRA SMITH
MCCUTCHEN*

16548 Birch Forest Drive
Wildwood, MO 63011
Ms. McCutchen is running unopposed for
Council Member in
Ward Five and currently serves as one of Ward
Five’s Council Members. In that capacity, she serves on the
City’s Planning and Parks Committee.
Ms. McCutchen’s service to the City also
includes serving on the City’s Planning,
Economic and Parks Committee, Economic Development Task Force, Crossings Community Improvement District
Board of Directors, Mayor Pro Tempore,
Master Plan Advisory Committee, Administration/Public Works Committee,
Hearing and Appeals Procedures Committee, and Villages of Bright Leaf Tree
Restoration Plan Committee.
Her community service affiliations include Parents as Teachers Regional Leadership, North County Early Childhood
Directors Leadership Committee, Parents as Teachers Regional Association,
Early Childhood Policy Advocate, First
Book of St. Louis Board of Directors, St.
Louis Books for Kids Board of Directors,
St. Louis County Community Resource
Team, Boy Scouts and various Rockwood
School District Schools and Committees.
Ms. McCutchen’s career is as coordinator for the Parents as Teachers program
for the Ferguson-Florissant School District. She has two adult children – Jeffrey
and Jonathan.
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18732 Reynard Lane
Wildwood, MO 63069

BRIAN RULL*

33 Rockwood Forest Valley
Wildwood, MO 63025
Mr. Rull is the second
candidate running for
Council Member in
Ward Six and currently serves as one of Ward
Six’s Council Members.
His community service affiliations include
the National Ski Patrol and Wildwood
Community Emergency Response Team.
Mr. Rull’s career is as Trust Counsel for
Edward Jones, and he is married to his
wife, Colleen.

WARD SEVEN
TIM WOERTHER

539 Nantucket Pointe Drive
Wildwood, MO 63040
Mr. Woerther is one of
two candidates running
for Council Member in
Ward Seven. Mr. Woerther’s previous service to the City includes
serving on the City’s
Planning and Zoning Commission (4
years); City Council (5 years) and as Mayor (8 years).
His community service affiliations include
Co-Chair of the educational non-profit,
PandemicPrep.org; Director of Friends
of Metro West Fire District and Member
of the Wildwood Historical Society.
Mr. Woerther is currently employed in
Senior Business Continuity at AT&T,
and he is married to his wife, Kelley.

JEFFREY S. LEVITT*
16303 Gulf Winds Court
Wildwood, MO 63040

Mr. Levitt is the second candidate running
for Council Member
in Ward Seven and currently serves as one of
Ward Seven’s Council

Members. In that capacity, he also serves
on the City’s Planning and Parks Committee, Economic Development Committee
and as Council Liaison to the Wildwood
Celebration Commission. He previously
served as Chairperson of the Commission
to select a new City Attorney (2016) and as
a Commissioner on the Lobbyist Selection
Commission (2017).
His community service affiliations include
serving as a Charter Member of the Loss
Prevention Foundation and Member of
Holy Infant Church.

WARD EIGHT
ROB MEINERT*

16540 Hunters Crossing
Wildwood, MO 63040

His community service affiliations include Pond Elementary PTO “Pops
and Wonderful Students,” Girl Scouts
of America Troop Organizer (Pond
Elementary), Girl Scouts of America Troop Leader (Pond Elementary),
YMCA Wildwood Volleyball, Pond Athletic Association – Softball and Baseball
Coach, Boy Scouts of America Assistant
Pack Master (Pond Elementary) and
Boy Scouts of America Assistant Troop
Leader (Pond Elementary).
He and his wife, Suzanne, have two children – Emma and Jacob.

NILES STEPHENS
415 Ivy Hill Court
Wildwood, MO 63040

Mr. Stephens is the second candidate running
for Council Member in
Ward Eight.
His community service affiliations include
Small Group Leader and Hospitality Volunteer – St. John Church, On-Stage Performing Arts – Calvary Church, HOA
President – Willow Glen Subdivision,
Project Leader – Kingdom House, Project
Leader – Serve St. Louis, Head Coach –
ParkRock Basketball, Assistant Coach – St.
John Soccer, Head Coach - Chesterfield
Football Association, PA Announcer – Eureka Junior Wildcats and Job Placement
Partner – Mission St. Louis.
Mr. Stephens is currently employed as an
Operations Manager.
He and his wife, Michelle, have three children – Ethan, Adeline and Aubrey. n
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Charter Amendment Proposals
The five Charter Amendment Propositions appearing on the ballot at the April 3, 2018 election concern proposed amendments to the
Wildwood City Charter. The Charter is the fundamental legal document of the City – its “constitution.” The Charter establishes the
form and structure of City government, defines the powers of City officials and establishes the basic procedural mechanisms which govern the conduct of City officials and the administration of the City. Wildwood citizens adopted a Home Rule City Charter in 1997 and
amendments to the City Charter must be approved by City voters.
The Wildwood City Charter requires that a comprehensive review of the Charter be undertaken at least every ten years by a Charter Review Commission of citizens appointed by the City Council. A Charter Review Commission composed of eight citizens was appointed
in early 2017 to conduct this required review. Following a thorough six-month review, the Commission submitted their report and
recommendations to the City Council. The five Propositions proposing City Charter Amendments are the result of the Charter Review
Commission’s recommendations as approved by the City Council, who authorized the Charter Amendment Propositions to be placed on
the ballot at the April 3 election.

Charter Amendment Propositions
When Wildwood residents go to the polls on April 3, 2018, they will see five (5) Propositions that propose to amend the City Charter
regarding the following: 1) term limits for the Mayor, 2) term limits for City Council Members, 3) regulations and procedures for Mayoral appointments, 4) limitations on certain capital expenditures without voter approval and 5) terms of service of members for Boards,
Committees and Commissions. However, due to a limit imposed by the Board of Elections on the number of words that are allowed to
be placed on the ballot, the Propositions printed on the ballots cannot include the entirety of the provision of the Charter proposed for
amendment and will only refer to the City ordinances that called for the proposed amendments. A copy of these ordinances will be placed
on the polling office wall for all voters to review.
To better help voters understand what is involved with the proposed City Charter Amendments and how they would affect your City
government, we are including in this edition of the Gazette brief explanations of the proposed changes, copies of the proposed Charter
Amendments, and copies of the five (5) Charter Amendment Propositions. Before going to the polls, voters are urged to review this information so that they can make an informed decision when they vote.
If residents still have questions about the Charter Amendment Propositions after they have reviewed this information, they are encouraged to call either City Administrator Ryan Thomas or City Clerk Amanda Foster at (636) 458-0440.

CHARTER AMENDMENT
PROPOSITION I
Proposition 1 relates to term limits for
City Council Members. Currently, City
Council Members are elected for a term
of two (2) years and are limited to four
(4) consecutive terms, not including
time served to complete an unexpired
term. Such person cannot serve again as
Council Member for two (2) years.
The City Charter Amendment specified
in Ordinance #2309 limits the term a
person may serve on the City Council to
a total of eight (8) years.
The following is the language of the proposed Charter Amendment as approved
by the City Council to be placed on the
ballot for the April 3, 2018 Election:

PROPOSED CHARTER
AMENDMENT
(ORDINANCE #2309)
Section 3.2. Structure.
(d) Limitations of Terms. No person
shall be elected to serve more than eight
years total on the City Council. In applying this section, service on the City
Council resulting from an election prior to April 3, 2018, or service of less
than two years by a person elected or
appointed after the effective date of this
section to complete the term of another
person, shall not be counted.
The following is a sample of the wording for Proposition 1 as it will appear on
your ballot:

PROPOSITION 1
Shall subsection (d) of Section 3.2(d)
of the City Charter be amended to limit the term a person may serve on the
City Council to a total of eight (8) years
as set forth in Section Two of City Ordinance 2309?

n

Yes

n

No

The following is a sample of the wording for Proposition 2 as it will appear on
your ballot:

PROPOSITION 2

CHARTER AMENDMENT
PROPOSITION 2
Proposition 2 relates to term limits for
Office of Mayor. Currently, the Mayor is
elected for a term of four (4) years. The
Mayor is limited to two (2) consecutive
terms, not including time served to complete an unexpired term. Such person cannot serve again as Mayor for four (4) years.
The City Charter Amendment specified
in Ordinance #2310 limits the term a
person may serve as Mayor to a total of
eight (8) years.
The following is the language of the proposed City Charter Amendment as approved by the City Council to be placed on
the ballot for the April 3, 2018 election.

PROPOSED CHARTER
AMENDMENT
(ORDINANCE #2310)
Section 4.2 Qualifications.
(d) Limitation of Terms. No person shall
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be elected to serve more than eight years
total as Mayor. In applying this section,
service as Mayor resulting from an election prior to April 3, 2018, or service of
less than four years by a person elected or
appointed after the effective date of this
section to complete the term of another
person, shall not be counted.

Shall subsection (d) of Section 4.2 of
the City Charter of the City of Wildwood
be amended to limit the term a person
may serve as Mayor to a total of eight (8)
years as set forth in Section Two of City
Ordinance 2310?

n

Yes

n

No

CHARTER AMENDMENT
PROPOSITION 3
Proposition 3 relates to procedures and
regulations for Mayoral appointments.
Currently, Section 4.7 of the City Charter requires the Mayor to fill a vacancy in
any office, or on any board, commission
or committee within thirty (30) days following a vacancy occurring, with the advice
and consent of a majority of the members
of the City Council. If the City Council fails to consent to the appointment,
the Mayor shall make an appointment of
a different replacement within thirty (30)
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days of the Council’s failure to consent
and continue this process until such time
as a majority of the members of the City
Council consents to an appointment.
The City Charter Amendment specified
in Ordinance #2313 adds a new subsection (k) giving any member of the City
Council authority to nominate a successor should the Mayor fail to make an
appointment within forty-five (45) days
from the occurrence of a vacancy or within forty-five (45) days from any failure of
the City Council to consent to the Mayor’s appointment to fill such vacancy.
The following is the language of the proposed City Charter Amendment as approved by the City Council to be placed on
the ballot for the April 3, 2018 election:

PROPOSED CHARTER
AMENDMENT
(ORDINANCE #2313)
Section 4.7. Appointments.
(k) Should the Mayor fail to make an appointment pursuant to the requirements
of Sections 3.5(c), 4.7(a) or 7.2(b) of
this Charter within forty-five (45) days
from the occurrence of a vacancy or
within forty-five (45) days from any failure of the City Council to consent to the
Mayor’s appointment to fill such vacancy, nominations of a successor may be
made by any member of the City Council
and selected with the consent of a twothirds (2/3) majority of the remaining
members of the City Council. The City
Council may adopt procedures to fill vacancies consistent with this section.
The following is a sample of the wording for Proposition 3 as it will appear on
your ballot:

PROPOSITION 3
Shall Section 4.7 of the City Charter of
the City of Wildwood be amended by
adding a new subsection (k) providing
procedures for the appointment of officers, boards commissions and committees upon the Mayor’s failure to provide
for such appointment as set forth in
Section Two of City Ordinance 2313?

n

Yes

n

No

CHARTER AMENDMENT
PROPOSITION 4
Proposition 4 relates to limitations on
certain capital expenditures without voter
approval. Currently, prior to spending or
authorizing an expenditure of City funds
for a municipal facility (including the
building(s), land, site improvements, fixtures and furnishing), totaling more than
three million dollars ($3,000,000.00),
the City Council shall, by ordinance, submit the proposed expenditure to the voters for approval.
The City Charter Amendment specified
in Ordinance #2311 increases the total
expenditure limitation from three million dollars ($3,000,000.00) to three
million five hundred thousand dollars
# w i ld w o o d l i fe

($3,500,000.00). Additionally, the limitation on expenditures provided for in
this section shall be increased or decreased on an annual basis in accordance
with a nationally recognized and conveniently available commodity or consumer
price index as may be approved by the City
Council by ordinance. Additionally, the
expenditure limit now applies to the total
project cost to the City (exclusive of streets
and public transit) instead of the cost of a
single municipal facility that may be part
of a larger capital improvement project.
The following is the language of the proposed City Charter Amendment as approved by the City Council to be placed on
the ballot for the April 3, 2018 election:

PROPOSED CHARTER
AMENDMENT
(ORDINANCE #2311)
Section 6.3. Capital Improvement
Programs
(B) Certain Capital Expenditures—Voter Approval Required.
No expenditures funded by city revenues
raised by city taxes and fees and exceeding
a total project cost to the City of Three
Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
($3,500,000.00) shall be made for the
construction or reconstruction of a capital improvement (exclusive of streets and
public transit) until such expenditures
are approved by the voters of the City.
If a majority of the voters are in favor of
the question, the City Council may, subject to the provisions of the Charter and
applicable ordinances, spend or authorize such expenditures. In response to an
emergency or natural disaster, submittal
to the voters shall not be required for
expenditures to repair, replace or build
capital improvements that the Council
deems necessary for the immediate protection of the health, safety and welfare of
the public. The limitation on expenditures provided for in this section shall be
increased or decreased on an annual basis effective January first of each calendar
year in accordance with the Implicit Price
Deflator for Personal Consumption Expenditures as published by the Bureau of
Economic Analysis of the United States
Department of Commerce or such other
nationally recognized and conveniently
available commodity or consumer price
index as may be approved by the City
Council by ordinance.
The following is a sample of the wording for Proposition 4 as it will appear on
your ballot:

PROPOSITION 4
Shall subsection (b) of Section 6.3 of
the City Charter of the City of Wildwood
be amended to require voter approval
for expenditures on certain capital improvement projects exceeding Three
Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars
(or as adjusted annually) as set forth in
Section Two of City Ordinance 2311?

n

Yes

n

CHARTER AMENDMENT
PROPOSITION 5
Proposition 5 relates to terms of service
of members of boards, commissions
and committees. Currently, there are
no term limitations on the number of
terms members of boards, commissions
and committees can serve.
The City Charter Amendment specified in Ordinance #2312 limits service
on boards, commissions and committees to two (2) full terms.
The following is the language of the
proposed City Charter Amendment
as approved by the City Council to be
placed on the ballot for the April 3,
2018 election:

PROPOSED CHARTER
AMENDMENT
(ORDINANCE #2312)
Section 4.7. Appointments.
(a) Officers, Boards, Commissions,
Committees. The Mayor with advice
and consent of a majority of the members of the City Council shall appoint or
recommend removal of all officers and
members of committees, boards, and
commissions, except as provided by this
Charter, ordinance or other law. The
Council may, without the consent of the
Mayor, remove such officers and members by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the
members of the City Council. A vacancy in any office or on any board, commission or committee shall be filled for
the unexpired term. The Mayor, no later
than thirty (30) days following a vacancy occurring, with advice and consent of
a majority of the members of the City
Council, shall appoint a replacement to
fill the position for the unexpired term.
If the City Council fails to consent to the
appointment, the Mayor shall make an
appointment of a different replacement
within thirty (30) days of the Council’s
failure to consent and continue this process until such time as a majority of the
members of the City Council consents to
an appointment. No person shall be appointed to serve more than two full terms
on any committee, board or commission;
provided, however, no time of service resulting from an appointment made prior
to April 3, 2018, or service of less than a
full term, shall be counted.
The following is a sample of the wording for Proposition 5 as it will appear on
your ballot:

PROPOSITION 5
Shall subsection (a) of Section 4.7 of the
City Charter of the City of Wildwood be
amended to limit service on boards,
commissions and committees to two
(2) full terms as set forth in Section Two
of City Ordinance 2312?

n

Yes

n

No

No
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Economic Development Update
The City’s Economic Development program is intended to represent a proactive approach to enhance the economic
climate of the City through business retention, expansion and recruitment.

A

fter hiring its first Economic Development Manager in October 2016, the City has been undertaking
several new initiatives to achieve this goal. These activities include visitation meetings with local business owners
to establish a positive working relationship and offer the City’s
resources for the future, implementing a new Business Appreciation Award to honor local businesses in the community,
identifying opportunities for improvements to the City’s infrastructure network (specifically in the Town Center area),
and new involvement with both the West St. Louis County Chamber of Commerce and the International Council of
Shopping Centers (ICSC). In 2017, Economic Development
Manager Julian Jacquin was nominated to serve as the Vice
Chair of Economic Development on the Board of Directors
for the West County Chamber, and also as the Public Sector
Chair in Missouri/Kansas for the ICSC P3 Retail program.
Within the last year, several new businesses have opened
within the community, and many other existing businesses
have invested in expansions to their facilities in Wildwood.
New businesses which opened in 2017 include ArchitectNow,
A.V. Powell & Associates, Edward Jones, Farmers Insurance:
Goskie Agency, FRA Trust, Happy Hounds Playground,
Saffiro Medical Spa, and West County Women’s & Couples
Counseling. Existing businesses in Wildwood which have ex-

9Round Wildwood receiving the City’s first Business Appreciation Award

The new Crossfit Wildwood facility at 16966 Manchester Rd.
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panded their facilities (or plan to) include CrossFit Wildwood
(purchase of new 12,000 sq. ft. facility), Hidden Valley Ski
Resort (proposal to add new 4-line ZipTour course), Pure by
Jen (new layout and furnishings), Schnucks Markets (new fixtures and equipment), and the Village Plaza Shopping Center
(façade renovations, landscaping and lighting).
Looking towards the future, Economic Development goals
for 2018/2019 include working to retain and expand local
business, identifying new employment opportunities and
recruiting new retail and office users to the community. The
Economic Development program is also working collaboratively with other City Departments to bring important infrastructure improvements to the City’s Town Center area,
including street, sidewalk, utility and public space additions.
The City’s new Economic Development initiative is primarily intended to identify economic development opportunities
that will best serve the needs and desires of Wildwood residents and business owners.
For more information on the City’s Economic Development
program, or to request information on new business
opportunities, please contact Julian M.D. Jacquin, Wildwood
Economic Development Manager, at (636) 458-0440 or
julian@cityofwildwood.com.

Recent interior improvements to Schnucks at Wildwood Crossing

Recent façade improvements to the Village Plaza shopping center
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Wildwood Continues Fiscally Responsible
Financial Management Practices
The City of Wildwood remains in a very strong financial situation, thanks to its ongoing efforts to closely monitor the
City’s revenues and expenditures, and to maintain prudent fiscal reserves in all funds.

E

ach year, the City Administrator and City Finance
Officer prepare an Annual Municipal Budget, which
is reviewed and approved each year by the City Council. The City’s Municipal Budget contains two principal
components to it: The General Fund (Operating Fund) and
the Capital Projects Fund.

GENERAL FUND
The General Fund provides for the day-to-day services provided by the City’s seven (7) Operating Departments, which
include the Departments of Administration, City Clerk/
Council, Municipal Court, Parks and Recreation, Planning,
Police and Public Works.
For Fiscal Year 2018, expenditures totaling $12,383,465 are
budgeted, which are supported by anticipated revenues totaling $13,570,800. As identified on the bar chart below,
Wildwood’s General Fund is largely supported by sales tax,
including the 1% General Sales Tax collected throughout St.
Louis County and redistributed through a sharing formula
known as the pool system.
The pool system provides revenue to municipalities based on
their respective populations, as this approach is representative of where the consumers of goods and services reside.
However, there have been ongoing efforts to modify the
distribution of sales taxes to favor municipalities with larger commercial areas. One such modification was approved
during the 2016 State Legislative Session, where municipalities are now guaranteed to receive at least 50% of the amount
of sales tax revenue collected at businesses within their jurisdiction. This legislation has resulted in a loss of $149,515 in
annual sales tax revenue from the pool during 2017, which
the City has accounted for in its budgeting. The City also
continues to monitor the activities of the State Legislature
and is also intervening in a lawsuit that is challenging the
constitutionality of having the current pool system.

# w i ld w o o d l i fe

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
The Capital Projects Fund provides for the completion of
various capital improvement projects, which are principally
supported by the ½ cent Improvement Sales Tax and numerous federal grant awards for specific projects. The Capital Projects Fund budget can fluctuate greatly year-to-year
as individual projects are scheduled. For Fiscal Year 2018,
expenditures totaling $14,327,585 are budgeted, which are
supported by anticipated new revenues totaling $7,706,064
and residual revenues of $6,621,521 collected in prior years.
Some of the larger capital investments for Fiscal Year 2018
include: Phase 3 of the Manchester Road Streetscape Improvements (sidewalks, on-street parking between Taylor
Road and Eatherton Road); replacements of bridges on
Wild Horse Creek Road, Bouquet Road, Strecker Road, and
Eatherton Road; Phase 3 of Community Park (perimeter
trail and great meadow); and numerous other small projects.
Please contact City Administrator Ryan Thomas, at (636)
405-2041 or ryan@cityofwildwood.com with any questions
regarding the budget and finances of the City.

DID YOU KNOW?

The Government Finance Officers Association
(GFOA) has presented the City of Wildwood with its
Distinguished Budget Award for the past 12 years,
and its Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
Award for the past 16 years.
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MARCH			

5
6
7
8
12
14
15
17
19
20
21
22
24
26
27
28

6:30 p.m.
Planning and Zoning Commission
6:00 p.m.
Administration/Public Works Committee
6:30 p.m.
Wildwood Celebration Commission
7:00 p.m.
Architectural Review Board
7:00 p.m.
City Council
7:00 p.m.
Court
7:00 p.m.
Board of Adjustment
7:30 a.m.	Centaur Time Trial - The Crossing
Church, 114 North Eatherton Road, Chesterfield MO, 63005
6:30 p.m.
Planning and Zoning Commission
6:00 p.m.
Planning and Parks Committee
7:00 p.m.
Court
7:00 p.m.
Historic Preservation Commission
10:00 a.m. - Noon	Spring Egg Hunt - Fairway
Elementary School
4:45 p.m.
Economic Development Committee
7:00 p.m.
City Council
6:30 p.m.
Parks Action Plan Update Committee
7:00 p.m.
Court

APRIL			

2
3
4
5
9
10
11
12
16
17
18
19
23
24
26
27

6:30 p.m.
Planning and Zoning Commission
6:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. Municipal Election
6:30 p.m.
Wildwood Celebration Commission
6:30 p.m.
Board of Public Safety
7:00 p.m.
Rural Internet Access Committee
7:00 p.m.
City Council
6:00 p.m.
Administration/Public Works Committee
7:00 p.m.
Court
7:00 p.m.
Architectural Review Board
6:30 p.m.
Planning and Zoning Commission
6:00 p.m.
Planning and Parks Committee
7:00 p.m.
Court
7:00 p.m.
Board of Adjustment
4:45 p.m.
Economic Development Committee
7:00 p.m.
City Council
6:30 p.m.
Parks Action Plan Update Committee
7:00 p.m.
Historic Preservation Commission
7:00 p.m.	Arbor Day 5K, LaSalle Springs
Middle School		

MAY			

2
5
7
8
9
10
14
15
16
17
18
21
22
24
26
28		
29

6:30 p.m.
Wildwood Celebration Commission
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	Shredding/Electronic Recycling Event,
STLCC - Wildwood
8:00 a.m.
Plein Air Event - Meet at City Hall
6:30 p.m.
Planning and Zoning Commission
6:00 p.m.
Administration/Public Works Committee
7:00 p.m.
Court
6:30 p.m.
Board of Public Safety
7:00 p.m.
Architectural Review Board
7:00 p.m.
City Council
6:00 p.m.
Planning and Parks Committee
7:00 p.m.
Court
7:00 p.m.
Board of Adjustment
6:45 p.m.
Music on Main
6:30 p.m.
Planning and Zoning Commission
6:30 p.m.
Parks Action Plan Update Committee
7:00 p.m.
Historic Preservation Commission
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Farmers Market
Memorial Day Holiday – City Hall Closed
4:45 p.m.
Economic Development Committee
7:00 p.m.
City Council		

JUNE			

2
4
5
6
7
9
11
13
14
15
16
18
19
21
23
25
26
28
30

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Farmers Market
8:00 a.m.	Green Rock Challenge - Mustang Shelter at
Greensfelder Park
6:30 p.m.
Planning and Zoning Commission
6:00 p.m.
Administration/Public Works Committee
6:30 p.m.
Wildwood Celebration Commission
7:00 p.m.
Court
6:30 p.m.
Board of Public Safety
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Farmers Market
7:00 p.m.
City Council
7:00 p.m.
Court
7:00 p.m.
Architectural Review Board
6:45 p.m.
Music on Main
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Farmers Market
6:30 p.m.
Planning and Zoning Commission
6:00 p.m.
Planning and Parks Committee
7:00 p.m.
Board of Adjustment
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Farmers Market
4:45 p.m.
Economic Development Committee
7:00 p.m.
City Council
6:30 p.m.
Parks Action Plan Update Committee
7:00 p.m.
Historic Preservation Commission
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Farmers Market

All meetings are held at the City Hall, unless specified otherwise.
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Rural Internet
Efforts by Wildwood
City Council
The City Council is continuing its efforts to address the
issues relating to the lack of reliable, high-speed internet
within many of the rural areas of Wildwood.

T

hese efforts are essential to the quality of life of these
residents in these underserved and unserved areas of
Wildwood and continue to be a much more difficult process than ever anticipated, when a citizens’ committee was formed to assist City officials in finding meaningful
solutions to this essential service. This committee, the Rural
Internet Access Committee (RIAC), continues to meet, now
ten (10) years after its appointment, to ensure no household
is left without an option for high-speed internet. The committee has continued to meet, despite limited support from
traditional providers of high-speed internet service, because
of its knowledge of the importance of its effort.
To date, through the support of the City Council, and the
Committee’s direction, almost five hundred (500) households are receiving internet service from two (2) wireless
providers, both of which are working in partnership with
the City in this regard. These providers are Bays ET, for the
south half of the City, and Wisper ISP, for the north half
of the City. These two (2) wireless providers are providing
high-speed internet service through a system of City-owned
poles, totaling almost twenty (20) of them, to areas of Wildwood where no traditional provider is willing to serve. In
conjunction with the City-owned poles, St. Louis County
has assisted as well, by allowing the use of two (2) of its vertical improvements. Despite these efforts, many households
remain with poor or no internet service, and lack appropriate speeds, low latencies, and reasonable pricing.
Accordingly, in 2018, the City Council has set aside two
hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00) to address some
of the more persistent locations in Wildwood that require
additional poles, creative solutions, or both. Initially, Bays
ET will be provided access to up to fourteen (14) new poles
for improving or adding service in these areas that have
been selected, while Wisper ISP is updating all of its existing
equipment in Wildwood and completing the installation of
a major backhaul/broadcast improvement on the St. Louis County tower located in Babler State Park. This effort in
2018 is intended to address many of those ‘last mile’ locations that have been waiting for an internet solution for a
very long time.
Every two (2) weeks, the Department of Planning provides
an update to the City Council regarding internet access and
those reports can be accessed via the City’s website at www.
cityofwildwood.com. Additionally, on the City’s website, you
can elect to receive information regarding future meetings
of the Rural Internet Access Committee (RIAC) by signing
up for alerts in this regard. Although this internet effort has
achieved success at many levels, everyone at City Hall recognizes the urgency of finding good internet solutions for all
of the rural areas of this community and continue to look
at new options and technologies each month to address and
improve the current circumstance. If you have questions,
please feel free to contact Joe Vujnich, with the Department
of Planning, by e-mailing joe@cityofwildwood.com. n
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Current Development and Project Updates
Over the course of the last several months, there has been a flurry of activity associated with new development in the City’s
Town Center Area. All of these developments, mostly residential in nature, have been identified and outlined in past editions
of the Wildwood Gazette. In order to keep Wildwood residents informed regarding these previously identified projects in the
City’s Town Center Area, the following items are a brief status update for each:
VILLAGES AT BRIGHT LEAF – CONSORT
HOMES/FISCHER AND FRICHTEL
Phase I of grading and tree removal is complete and significant
public improvements (i.e. streets, sidewalks, utilities, etc.)
have been installed. The City has released building permits
for a number of new residences and continues to receive new
applications for the same. Phase II of grading and tree removal
is anticipated to commence on the western portion of the site
in the spring/summer timeframe (2018). The City’s Planning
and Zoning Commission and City Council continue to monitor the development of this property to ensure compliance
to approved plans. As the project progresses, required street
trees, landscaped areas, and extensive landscape buffers between new homes and existing homes will be installed.

MAIN STREET CROSSING – PAYNE FAMILY
HOMES
Main Street has been extended through the site, from State
Route 109 to Eatherton Road, and other substantial public
improvements (i.e. streets, sidewalks, street lights, utilities,
etc.) have been installed. The City has released numerous
building permits for new residences and some owners have
already moved in to the neighborhood.

CAMBURY – MCBRIDE AND SON HOMES
This neighborhood is nearing completion. The two remaining townhouses are currently under construction and only a
few detached single family homes remain as well.

WILDWOOD TRAIL – PULTE HOMES
This neighborhood is also nearing completion, with only a few
detached single family homes remaining to be constructed.

BORDEAUX ESTATES AT WILDWOOD – PLAT
II, OLD TOWNE PARC, AND STONE MILL –
WHALEN CUSTOM HOMES
These three residential developments are all located in close
proximity to one another, near the Grover Post Office, and
are being developed by Whalen Custom Homes. The largest of these three developments, with twelve lots, Stone Mill,
is well underway with several residents already moved in to
the neighborhood. Bordeaux Estates at Wildwood – Plat II is
underway, with its first home nearing completion. The City
and the developer plan to improve East Avenue, from Manchester Road to the existing improved street already in place
within Bordeaux Estates at Wildwood – Plat I. Old Towne
Parc has begun construction of its first home. A partnership
between the City, the developer, and neighbors has been
formed relative to Center Avenue, currently a private roadway, and it is planned to be improved and become a publicly
maintained street.

STONECREST – NORTHPOINT DEVELOPMENT
This senior care center is making progress, with much of the
exterior of the building being completed. The display units
are complete and leasing has begun. The anticipated opening of this facility is Spring of 2018.
You can keep up to date with all proposed development and
zoning matters under review by the City’s Planning and
Zoning Commission and City Council on the ‘Current Development and Zoning Reviews Section’ of the City’s website
located at: www.cityofwildwood.com/zoningreviews. n

Adopt-a-Road Program
Interested in volunteering to pick up litter
along various segments of City-maintained roadways to help
beautify the community?
Name of Volunteer/Organization Section of Roadway
Council Member
Larry McGowen
Redington Family

Wild Horse Creek Rd. from
18506 Monarch Hill Dr. to
18823 Cliffview Lane
Old Manchester and
Bouquet Rd. up the hill to
2630 Bouquet Rd.

Through the City’s Adopt-a-Road Program, the City provides
the necessary safety vests and bags, and then picks up the bags
left along the roadway following the cleanup. Volunteers are
also recognized in the Wildwood Gazette for their efforts.
For more information, please contact the Public Works
Department at (636)-458-0440.
If you are interested in segments of roadways that are not
maintained by the City, please see below for the appropriate
contact information:

Street or Highway Name

Organization

• Highway 100
• Highway 109
• Route CC (aka Wild Horse Creek
Road, East of Hwy 109)
• Route T (aka St. Albans Road)
• Route BA (aka Babler Park Drive)
• Clayton Road
• Old State Road

Missouri Department of
1-888-275-6636 (Ask for the
Transportation (MoDOT) Adopt-A-Highway Coordinator)

www.modot.org/services/
community/adoptahighway.htm

St. Louis County Department of Transportation

www.stlouisco.com/YourGovernment/CountyDepartments/
Transportation/Operations/
Adopt-A-RoadsideProgram

# w i ld w o o d l i fe

Contact and Phone Number

Adopt-A-Roadside County
Coordinator, Rich Thompson at
1-314-615-1113 or RThompson@
stlouisco.com

Website
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Recreation Programming
March – June 2018
Whether your interests include art, staying fit, listening to music, or learning something new, the
City of Wildwood offers a class or event for you! Check out the schedule for March through June of 2018,
plus some programs that are offered all year long! There’s something for everyone! For more information,
or to register for a class or event, go to: www.cityofwildwood.com/programs.
POP UP EVENTS

Follow the City of Wildwood on Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter, so you will never miss a Pop Up Event! These events
are fun, spur-of-the-moment, and designed with community in mind! Follow us on social media to learn more!

EARLY CHILDHOOD RECREATION
PROGRAM

March 21st and 22nd, April 18th and 19th, May 16th

This program is FREE for children between the ages of 2 and
5, and their parent or guardian. There will be a 10:00 AM
and 1:00 PM session offered each date listed below. If you
see one that interests you, please sign up at: www.cityofwildwood.com/programs! Registration opens one month before
the program date. Space is limited, don’t delay!
• 	March 21st and 22nd – The Peppy Puppet Troupe will
perform Goldilocks and the Three Bears!
• 	April 18th and 19th – Babaloo is back with his high energy, funny, and interactive performance!
• 	May 16th – Cindy’s Petting Zoo will be bringing her farm
animals for the kids to enjoy, including a llama, donkey,
cow, goats, and more!
The Early Childhood Recreation Program returns in
September with “Ride the Trains!” Check our website for
more information!

SENIOR PROGRAMMING

New in 2018, are programs for seniors, age 60+!

There will be several different opportunities throughout the
year, including a fitness class, yoga, a walking group, water
aerobics, and more! Check our website for up-to-date information and to sign up! www.cityofwildwood.com/seniors

HIKE AND SEEK

January 1 – December 31, 2018

Geocaching is the anytime, anywhere adventure where players (called geocachers) use a Geocaching app or a GPS to find
hidden containers around the world. Throughout 2018, the
City of Wildwood is hosting an ongoing geocaching game,
called “Hike and Seek!” There are 10 geocaches hidden along
trails, in parks, and within public spaces around the City of
Wildwood! Collect a token from each geocache you find and
redeem them at City Hall (16860 Main Street, Wildwood,
MO 63040) for a prize! Prizes will be awarded when 1, 5,
and 10 tokens are found. Good luck and have fun! (Limit 2
prizes per family, at each level.) Go to www.cityofwildwood.
com/hikeandseek for more information!

SCRAPBOOKING

March 13, April 10, May 8 and June 12

The Scrapbooking Program is held monthly throughout
2018 and open to anyone over the age of 18. Pack up your
supplies and come join us for a day of scrapbooking and
great company! The program is from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
on March 13, April 10, May 8, and June 12, 2018. Each
session is $12, or you may pre-register for any 3 sessions for
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$30. Your fee includes: snacks, drinks, and lunch. Each
participant will have their own six-foot table and access to
electricity upon request. Space is limited, don’t delay.

BABYSITTING 101 CLASS

March 14 and June 19

Do you have a child who is thinking about starting to babysit,
or watch younger siblings for short amounts of time? This
class is for them to attend! It is a great introduction to the
basics of babysitting and includes topics such as: the business of babysitting, child development, safety and first aid,
and games! This class will be offered on March 14, 2018
and June 19, 2018, from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. The fee
for this course is $30 per person. Lunch is included, but
space is limited! Sign up with St. Louis Children’s Hospital at www.stlouischildrens.org/classes. This class is held at
Wildwood City Hall, but is taught by a St. Louis Children’s
Hospital instructor.

WILDWOOD CENTAUR BICYCLE
TIME TRIAL

March 17

The Wildwood Centaur Bicycle Time Trial is scheduled for
Saturday morning, March 17, 2018. This eleven (11) mile
time trial starts and finishes on Centaur Road, at North Eatherton Road, and will begin promptly at 7:30 a.m. This event
is part of a weekend Tour of St. Louis Event, which consists
of three (3) races occurring on Saturday and Sunday. The
Wildwood Centaur Time Trial kicks off the weekend, with a
flat, winding, and fast out-and-back course along Centaur
and Wild Horse Creek Road. Participants will be sent out
in one-minute intervals and, while competitive, it is a lot
of fun! For more information, go to www.cityofwildwood.
com/programs.

y

SPRING EGG HUNT

March 24

The annual Spring Egg Hunt will be held on March 24, 2018,
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM, at Fairway Elementary School
(480 Old Fairway Drive, Wildwood, MO 63040). The hunt
will start at 10:00 AM sharp, so don’t be late! There will be
three age groups for the egg hunt: 3 years old and under,
4-6 years old, and 7-11 years old. After the egg hunt, stick
around to enjoy bounce houses, face painting, hot dogs, kettle korn, and other fun activities – all FREE! For more information, go to www.cityofwildwood.com/programs.

STAYING HOME ALONE CLASS

April 25

This class is designed for parents and children to attend together. The fee is $25.00 per family. This class
will help parents and children determine the readiness of
the child; physically, mentally, socially, and emotionally,
to stay home alone. It will also help prepare them for this
experience. This class is held at Wildwood City Hall and
taught by St. Louis Children’s Hospital. To register, go to
www.stlouischildrens.org/classes.
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ARBOR DAY TREE HUGGER 5K

April 27

The 2018 Wildwood Arbor Day Tree Hugger 5K Run/Walk
will take place on April 27, 2018! This Friday evening 5K
starts at 7:00 PM and is a great way to kick off the weekend! The event starts/ends at LaSalle Springs Middle School
(3300 State Route 109, Wildwood, MO 63038). The Arbor Day Tree Hugger 5K is a great family event that starts
on an asphalt trail, takes participants through a tunnel, enters a chat trail system, crosses a 194-foot bridge, and runs
beside the Meramec River! When finished with the run,
and waiting for awards, there will be music, great food,
and plenty of refreshments! This event also benefits the
Missouri Special Olympics. For more information, go to
www.cityofwildwood.com/programs.

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING AND
PAPER SHREDDING EVENT

May 5

At this event, you can have documents and digital-document
sources safely shredded, while, at the same time, drop off
unwanted electronics for recycling. The combination Electronics Recycling and Shredding Event is FREE*, and open
to both residents and nonresidents. All materials, recycled
or shredded, will be disposed of in an environmentally-responsible manner. * There may be a fee for some electronics, so please check this website for additional information
on items that will be accepted, and what items have a fee:
www.cityofwildwood.com/programs

PLEIN AIR ART EVENT

May 5

The City of Wildwood will host its 4th Plein Air Art Event
on Saturday, May 5, 2018. “En plein air is a French term
that translates literally as ‘in the open air.’” This type of art
work is completed on location, while outdoors. Participants
check-in at City Hall on the morning of the event, where
they are told the subjects of their art. The artists then have
several hours to go to that location and photograph, draw,
paint, etc. the subjects and return to the check-in point with
their completed artwork before time is up! Artwork is then
judged and awards are given! For more information and to
register, go to www.cityofwildwood.com/programs.

“MUSIC ON MAIN” CONCERT SERIES

May 18, June 15, and July 20

There are some fan-favorites lined up for the 2018 “Music on Main” Summer Concert Series! The Fabulous Motown Revue kicks off the series on May 18th, followed by the
Midnight Piano Band on June 15th, and Neil Hewitt on July
20th! All concerts will be located on Main Street, in front of
City Hall (16860 Main Street, Wildwood, MO 63040) from
6:45 PM to 9:00 PM. As always, there will be FREE hot
dogs, kettle korn, soda, and water, but only while supplies
last! Bring your lawn chairs and some friends!

Challenge is approximately 6.5 miles long and covers some
beautiful, somewhat challenging terrain. Please note, this
hike is not a casual stroll on an asphalt path, and requires
a moderate fitness level. Participants will meet at the Mustang Shelter in Greensfelder Park, then will be bused to the
GreenRock Trailhead in Rockwood Reservations, and hike
back to Mustang Shelter, where lunch will be waiting! Participation is limited to the first 150 registrants, so sign up
early! Registration opens at 8:00 AM on May 1, 2018. The
event is free, but registration is required!

CALENDAR PHOTO CONTEST

June 5 – July 11, 2018

Photographs will be accepted for the Calendar Contest starting June 5, 2018 through July 11, 2018. Each person may
submit up to 3 photographs for consideration for the 2019
Wildwood Calendar. Then, from July 24, 2018, through
August 15, 2018, – everyone is welcome to vote on the City’s
website for their favorite photographs that were submitted.
Following the community vote, professional judges will also
pick their favorites and the winners for the 2019 Wildwood
Calendar will be announced later this fall! For all contest rules,
or to submit your photographs, go to www.cityofwildwood.
com/calendarcontest.

Wildwood Continues
Efforts to Eradicate
Invasive Honeysuckle
This past year, the City of Wildwood initiated a Honeysuckle
Management Plan, which provides for several community initiatives to help eradicate invasive honeysuckle on both public
and private property. As part of this effort, on Saturday, September 9, 2017, the City held its first City-wide Honeysuckle
Eradication Day.
For Honeysuckle Eradication Day, the City challenges its landowners to do their part in removing invasive honeysuckle from their
individual properties or neighborhood common ground areas.
Participating landowners are asked to comment on the City’s
Facebook Event Page on how many honeysuckle plants they have
removed, and post photos of their hard work. Prizes are then
given to those removing the most plants.
More details on honeysuckle management, including future
community events and resources for landowners, is available on
the City website: http://www.cityofwildwood.com/678/Honeysuckle-Management

FARMERS MARKET

Every Saturday starting on May 26, through
October 6, 2018

The Wildwood Farmers Market will be held every Saturday,
from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM, starting on May 26, through
October 6, 2018. You can find the Farmers Market located
on Main Street, in front of Wildwood City Hall (16860 Main
Street, Wildwood, MO 63040) during that time. For more
information, visit www.cityofwildwood.com/farmersmarket.

GREENROCK TRAIL CHALLENGE

June 2

The annual National Trails Day Event, the GreenRock Trail
Challenge, will be held on June 2nd! The GreenRock Trail

# w i ld w o o d l i fe

Congratulations to Tom Ream and his son, Samuel Ream (Ward 4), on
winning the Wildwood Honeysuckle Challenge by removing over 100 invasive honeysuckle plants from the common grounds in their neighborhood.
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2017 Mayor & City Council Member Attendance
WS = Work Session

CO = Council

SESSION

S = Special

8/14
WS

CO

CW = Committee of Whole

8/28
WS

CO

9/11
WS

9/25

CO

WS

CO

AB = Absent
10/9
WS

C = Canceled
10/23

CO

WS

CO

11/13
WS

CO

11/27
WS

CO

12/11
WS

CO

12/27
WS

CO

C

C

C

C

C

C

Bartoni (W2)

C

C

Manton (W2)

C

C

Mayor Bowlin
McGowen (W1)

AB

AB

DeHart (W1)

AB

Baugus (W3)

AB

AB

C

C

Shea (W3)

AB

C

C

Dodwell (W4)

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

Alexander (W6)

C

C

Porter (W6)

C

C

Cox (W4)

AB

AB

McCutchen (W5)
Bertolino (W5)

Stine (W7)

AB

AB

AB

AB

AB

AB

Levitt (W7)

AB
AB

AB

Goodson (W8)
Garritano (W8)

AB

AB

Planning & Parks Committee Attendance
July

Aug.

DeHart (W1)

C

Manton (W2)

C

Baugus (W3)

AB

Cox (W4)
McCutchen (W5)

AB

Alexander (W6)
Levitt (W7)

Sep.

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

AB

C

AB

C
AB

Goodson (W8)

AB

C

AB

AB

AB

C

Admin/Public Works Committee Attendance
July

Aug.

McGowen (W1)

Sep.

Oct.

AB

Nov.

Dec.

C

Bartoni (W2)
Shea (W3)

C
AB

C

Dodwell (W4)

C

Bertolino (W5)
Porter (W6)

AB

Stine (W7)

AB

AB

AB

AB

C

AB

C

AB

C

Garritano (W8)

AB

C

Economic Development Committee Attendance
July

Aug.

McGowen (W1)

Sep.

Sep.

11

25

Baugus (W3)

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

AB

Manton (W2)

AB
AB

Dodwell (W4)
Bertolino (W5)

AB

AB

AB

Porter (W6)
Levitt (W7)

AB

AB

AB

C

C

AB

AB

C

C

C

C

C

C

Live Streaming

S

ince its incorporation, the City of Wildwood has placed
a high value and priority on fostering a transparent
local government and accountability to the people of
the area. In fact, this objective is identified throughout the
City’s Master Plan, most notably in its Community Services
Element’s Policy #8, which states:

C
C

AB

AB

Goodson (W8)

AB

“Residents and business owners need to be well informed about
Wildwood’s government and its activities and the City should
utilize all available media forums in this effort, including, but not
limited to, direct mail, internet based communication opportunities, and local newspapers. (2006; Modified in 2016)
To this end, in Spring of 2017, at the recommendation of
Mayor Bowlin, the City Council authorized the purchase of
cameras and related equipment to allow for video recording
and live streaming of City Council proceedings, with the intent of considering also recording and streaming additional public meetings of other City Commissions, Boards, and
Committees. This equipment has since been installed and
the City Council recorded and live streamed its first meeting
on August 14, 2017 and the Planning and Zoning Commission followed suit at its September 5, 2017 meeting.
These meetings are streamed live online and a recording made
available after the conclusion of the meeting using the service
www.livestream.com. During the first several months of City
Council and Planning and Zoning Commission meetings,
Council meetings have experienced a total of 645 unique
viewers and Planning and Zoning Commission meetings have
had 389 unique viewers. Additionally, a special meeting of the
City Council Planning and Parks Committee on January 2,
2018, experienced a total of 134 unique viewers.
Given this demonstrated interest in the ability to access live
or recorded versions of the City’s public proceedings, funds
have been allocated in the 2018 Municipal Budget to install
similar equipment in the Community Room at City Hall in
order to make meetings held in that room available for public viewing, as well.
You can access the live stream meetings of City Council,
Planning and Zoning Commission, and other commissions,
boards, and committees, as they are added, on the City’s
website located at: www.cityofwildwood.com/livestream.

We love trees! Printed on recycled paper.
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E-Newsletter
You may not be aware that the City of Wildwood has been
publishing an e-newsletter for over ten (10) years, where it
provides all kinds of information about the community, its
activities and other institutions located here as well. Each week, items important
to any Wildwood resident are identified and information and links are provided
for easy access to the things you may need to know. This information is updated
every week, so you can always be in-the-know with the weekly e-newsletter.
The e-newsletter, once published, is also simultaneously posted to the City’s
Facebook and Twitter social media pages for access to it as well. These sites allow the City to offer many options to residents to gain information about the
City and are reflective of its efforts to make Wildwood a model community for
engagement and input. To enjoy this source, and be a part of this great community, just go to the City’s website – www.cityofwildwood.com and then click
on Notify Me/E-News Button that is located on the left side of the homepage.

Please note the following correction to your Wildwood calendar. The Municipal Election
will be held on April 3rd, not April 10th. We are sorry for the inconvenience.

1

xEaster Sunday 2

3

Tuesday

Wednesday

4

5

Thursday

6

Friday

7

Saturday

9

10

Municipal
Election Day

11

12

13

14

Ongoing Route 100 Improvements
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City of Wildwood Team Members
RYAN S. THOMAS, P.E.
City Administrator
AMANDA FOSTER
City Clerk
JULIAN M.D. JACQUIN
Economic Development Manager

KATHY ARNETT
Assistant Director of Planning and Parks

TERRI GASTON
Senior Planner
TRAVIS NEWBERRY
Planner

April Fool’s Day

8

WILDWOOD POLICE:
(636) 458-9194 (non-emergency)
911 (emergency)

GARY CREWS
Superintendent of Parks and Recreation

APRIL
Monday

WILDWOOD CITY HALL:
(636) 458-0440

JOE VUJNICH
Director of Planning and Parks

2018 Calendar Correction:

Sunday

Important Contacts

16

17

18

19

20

21

AMANDA HORSTMANN
Recreation Specialist
STEVE VOGEL
Planning Technician

s the most heavily-traveled roadway through our City, Route 100 is
a high
priority24
for the City
of Wildwood,
relative
to safety,28function
22
23
25
26
27 a
and appearance. A few projects have been recently completed, are
currently underway or are expected to occur later this year. These projects
have involved both the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT)
29the City of
30 Wildwood:
1
2
and

BRIAN GRAMLICH
Code Enforcement Officer

MoDOT Pavement Repairs - Last fall, MoDOT completed improvements to
Route 100 between Pond Road to the Franklin County Line. The project,
which included repairs to the existing pavement and shoulders, was aimed at
improving pavement smoothness and ride. MoDOT programmed the improvement project after discussions with the City regarding pavement conditions on this section of Route 100.

SCOTT HUMMEL
Superintendent of Streets

Arbor Day

Earth Day

Wildwood Tree
Hugger 5K Run/Walk

MARCH 2018
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Right Turn Lane at Community Park – This project, which will construct
a right turn lane into Wildwood Community Park from westbound Route
100, is included in the City’s 2018 Capital Improvement Program. The City
received bids from contractors to construct the project in December 2017,
and the project has been awarded to Krupp Construction for $171,816.40.
The project includes the installation of wayfinding signage which will be like
the wayfinding signage installed on Route 100 at Taylor Road. Work on the
project should begin in March 2018 and be completed by summer 2018.
Median Landscaping - The City is considering options to landscape and
beautify the median of Route 100 at various locations. The landscaping,
which is subject to MoDOT review and approval, would be completed in
phases with some work beginning this year.
Intersection Improvements at Taylor Road - Work began in February on intersection improvements at Taylor Road, which are being constructed as part of the
Villages at Brightleaf residential development project. The work will include a
westbound right turn lane, modifications to the existing traffic signals, and pedestrian crosswalk/ADA improvements. The work includes the relocation of the
existing pedestrian crosswalk across Route 100 to the west side of the intersection. It is anticipated that the construction will be completed by summer 2018.
The City is also discussing other potential projects with MoDOT, included intersection/signalization work and highway surface treatments.

# w i ld w o o d l i fe

FRANK LAUGHLIN
Code Inspector
RICK BROWN, P.E., P.T.O.E.
Director of Public Works & City Engineer

MIKE HARTWIG
Assistant City Engineer
BRENDAN MAHER
Public Works Inspector
DAWN KAISER
Finance Officer
BREE KELCHEN
Accounting Clerk
PATTI REUST
Municipal Court Administrator
LAURA RECHTIN
Assistant Court Clerk/Deputy City Clerk
KATHY BEACH HENKEN
Prosecuting Attorney’s Assistant
CARLA PATRICK
Account Clerk/Human Resources Assistant
RUTH WATERS
Receptionist
COLLEEN LOHBECK
Administrative Assistant
TIM PHELAN
Custodian

15

Shop Local

New Businesses in Wildwood

ARCHITECTNOW
Kevin Grossnicklaus
16759 Main Street, Wildwood, MO 63040
info@architectnow.com • 800-362-3919

S P R I N G

/ 2 0 1 8

ELLE SALON
Ashlea Smith**
17229 New College Avenue, Wildwood, 63040
636-458-3088
GOSKIE INSURANCE AGENCY
Jenny Goskie
16753 Main Street, Wildwood, 63040
636-432-4939

W ILDWOOD

Gazette

A V POWELL & ASSOCIATES, LLC
Molly Shaw
2638 Highway 109 • Suite 101, Wildwood, MO 63040
404-845-0360 ext. 657
RE/MAX GOLD
Jose Ponce
16497 Clayton Road, #104, Wildwood, MO 63011
joseponce@stlgoldhomes.com • 314-503-3531
** Under new ownership; business name remained the same.

—M I S SOU R I—

Highway 109 & Pond
Grover Loop Road

May 5, 2018

PLEIN AIR EVENT

May 5, 2018

SHREDDING AND ELECTRONIC
RECYCLING EVENT

April 3, 2018

MUNICIPAL ELECTION

March 24, 2018

For more information and an application:

http://www.cityofwildwood.com/679/Business-Appreciation-Award

SPRING EGG HUNT

Nominated businesses must be located within the City limits, and meet
certain criteria (identified on the City’s website). Selected businesses
will be provided with a certificate, recognized at a City Council meeting, and identified on the City’s website and social media.

16860 Main Street
Wildwood, MO 63040

The city of Wildwood appreciates the businesses in the
community and their contributions to the City. The City
has now approved implementing a new Business Appreciation Award
program, to honor businesses throughout the City that achieve excellence in business, and deserve recognition. Recipients will be chosen
twice per year.

SAVE THE DATES:

Accepting Nominations for Wildwood
Business Appreciation Award

INSIDE: BEST PL ACE TO R A ISE A FA MILY / W ILDWOOD V ISION PL A N 2020
/ W ILDWOOD 2020 - IMPROV ING THE CIT Y / COUNCIL CA NDIDATES /
PROPOSA LS & PROPOSITIONS / ECONOMIC DEV ELOPMENT UPDATE
/RUR A L INTERNET EFFORTS / CURRENT DEV ELOPMENT UPDATES /
RECREATION PROGR A MMING / A DOPT-A-ROA D / LI V E STREA MING
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